
 

  

From the Wing Commander 
   I’d like to take a moment to thank all the members of the Rhode Island Wing.. Since 
1941, our members have been performing “Missions for America”, showing professional-
ism through everyday service. From search and rescue, to real time aerial disaster assess-
ment, to the basic values of discipline and leadership. 
 
  As we start the new fiscal year, we start it off with a bang. The wing received a successful 
rating on our Staff Assistance Visit (SAV) that was conducted by CAP-USAF personnel 
from the Regions Liaison's Office at McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey. I want to thank 
all members for a job well done. 
 
  Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters has made a push in Recruiting and Retention to 
increase and retain our current members. Our members come from a variety of ages, 

(HILL- Continued d on page 4) 

 

Safety First 
 

 

Fall is upon us and we are seeing migratory flocks of birds heading south to warmer weather.  This can be a 

major concern to aircrew and airfield managers because bird migrations increase the risk of bird strikes.  

Monthly trends recorded by the Air Force Safety Center's Aviation Safety Division from 1995-2014 indicate 

that the number of strikes generally increases from about 7,500 in July to more than 11,000 in September 

and October.  The Air Force reported a total of 108,670 strikes costing more than $932 million from 1995 to 

2014. 

 
Capt. Brian Smith, RI Wing Safety Officer 
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Col. Richard F. Hill 

Boni Earns Prestigious Spaatz Award 

 

By 2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala 

   2 September 2015 - North Kingstown.  Col. Richard Hill, Commander of the Rhode Is-

land Wing Civil Air Patrol, proudly announces that Cadet Colonel Chase S. Boni has 

completed all of the requirements, and will be awarded the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award.   

The ceremony has been scheduled for December 1, 2015 at the Wing Headquarters on 

the Rhode Island Air National Guard Base in Quonset.  C/Col. Boni’s father and mother 

will also be present and will pin him with his newly earned rank of Cadet Colonel. 
(SEE SPAATZ - page 8) 

C/Col. Chase S. Boni 
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By the NUMBERS - Fiscal Year 2015 
    

   I just wanted to take the time to thank everyone 

as we close out our final day of flying for FY 15. 

Our Wing continues to move forward every day 

and our Operations department has been a testa-

ment to that!  

   Together, we were able to fly approximately 

140.2 more hours than we did last fiscal year, 

ending with approximately 282.6 hours. We flew 

126 Cadet Orientation Flights, 71 more flights 

than last FY!  

   A BIG thank you is due for Lt Col. Lambrecht 

who worked hard to ensure that our pilots re-

mained qualified as we transitioned the operations 

team! 

   Again, THANK YOU for all that you do for the 

Civil Air Patrol! 

 

Lt. Col. William H. Stranahan, III 

Wing Vice Commander 

The Independent Flyer 
 

Published Quarterly by the Public Affairs Office of the RI Wing Civil 
Air Patrol, under the authority of Col. Richard F. Hill, Commander. 
 
2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala, Ph.D.  email 
RI Wing Public Affairs Office, Editor-in-chief & Publisher 
 
C/Col Chase S. Boni   email 
RI Wing Assistant Public Affairs Officer, Editor  
 

Contributors: 

Col. Richard F. Hill                                                                    Lt. Col. William Stranahan 

Maj. Robert Lisi                                                              Capt. Brian Smith                          

2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala, Ph.D.      C/Col. Chase S. Boni 

 

Click on the links below: 

 To subscribe to The Independent Flyer. 

 To be removed from mailing list. 

 To send us your news, photographs, editorials, etc. 

Welcome New Members! 
 

New Members since 1 Jun 2015 

 

SM Carberry, Patrick D., Tiverton 

SM Gianopoulos Jr, Robert A., Pawtucket 

SM Gubala II, Robert M., Pawtucket 

Cadet Marcil, Spencer B., North Providence 

Cadet Mcveigh, Laura Stephanie, Attleboro, MA 

Cadet Murphy, Trent B., Uxbridge, MA 

Cadet Waldron, William G., Johnston 

Cadet Coen, Jack Ryan, West Greenwich 

Cadet George, Lily Dawn, East Greenwich 

Cadet Herrington, Peter A., Newport 

Cadet Lynch-Smith , Fatima B., Warwick 

Cadet Meservey , Aiden, Warwick 

Cadet Sanborn, Ori Michael, West Warwick 

Cadet Malave, Luis, East Providence 

Cadet Van Prooyen, Ethan A., East Providence 

LM Satchell, Adam J., West Warwick 

CAP Awards/Achievements 
 

since 1 Jun 2015 

 

Peet, Lt Col. Christopher, YEAGER 06 Jun 2015 

Gubala II, 2nd Lt. Robert M.  LV1 09 Jun 2015 

Gubala II, 2nd Lt. Robert M MBRRBN 09 Jun 2015 

Lussier, SM Anne, YEAGER 19 Jun 2015 

Smith, Capt. Brian P., YEAGER 20 Jun 2015 

Gianopoulos Jr., 1st Lt. Robert A LV1 30 Jun 2015 

Gianopoulos Jr., 1st Lt. Robert A MBRRBN 30 Jun 2015 

Gubala II, 2nd Lt. Robert M YEAGER 23 Jul 2015 

Carroll, Maj. Benjamin L., LV3 17 Aug 2015 

Carroll, Maj. Benjamin L., LOENING 17 Aug 2015 

Gianopoulos Jr., 1st Lt. Robert A LV2 19 Aug 2015 

Gianopoulos Jr., 1st Lt. Robert A DAVIS 19 Aug 2015 

Carberry, SM Patrick D., LV1 22 Sep 2015 

Carberry, SM Patrick D., MBRRBN 22 Sep 2015 

 

Cadet Oath 

"I pledge that I will serve faithfully in the Civil Air 

Patrol Cadet Program and that I will 

attend meetings regularly, participate actively in 

unit activities, obey my officers, wear my uniform 

properly and advance my education and training 

rapidly to prepare myself to be of service to my 

community, state and nation." 

mailto:rgubala@riwg.cap.gov
mailto:panam2010@live.com
mailto:subscribecap@gmail.com?subject=SUBSCRIBE%20NEWSLETTER
mailto:unsubscribecap@gmail.com?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:newssubmitcap@gmail.com?subject=News%20Submission
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By 2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala 

   1 October 2015 - West Warwick.  Cadet 2nd Lt. (C/2dLt) 

Christopher J. Froehlich was presented the General Billy 

Mitchell Award at the West Bay Squadron’s West Warwick 

Headquarters on Thursday evening.  Colonel Richard F. Hill, 

Rhode Island Wing Commander was on hand and made the 

presentation. 

   C/2dLt. Froehlich has been an active member of the W. 

Warwick Squadron since first joining in March of 2012.  He is 

the son of Ed & Celina Froehlich, currently lives in Providence 

and is a Sophomore at Bishop Hendricken High School. After graduation from high school, Froehlich plans to com-

mission into the Air Force via the U.S. Air Force Academy or AFROTC and subsequently train for a career with the 

USAF in the Nursing field. 

   The Mitchell Award is the first major milestone in a Cadets career in CAP.  Established in 1964 this honor is 

earned after completing the first of eight achievements in the Cadet Program.  Those cadets who have earned their 

“Mitchell” are eligible for advanced placement to grade E-3 (Airman First Class) immediately upon entering the U.S. 

Air Force.  Since its inception more than 50 years ago, the “Mitchell” has been awarded over 65,000 times. Cadets 

who earn this award are challenged to complete five achievements in the Cadet Program, as well as participating in 

encampment activities and community service projects. Additionally, passing a comprehensive, timed (1 hour), 

closed book, 100-question examination (minimum passing grade 80%) covering leadership theory and aerospace 

topics is required.  A Physical Fitness Test (age specific) of running, sit & reach, curl ups and push ups within a 

From left, 1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier (Squadron Commander), 
C/2dLt. Christopher Froehlich, Col. Richard F. Hill.  
(Gubala) 

Cadet Froehlich earns 

Mitchell Award 

 

   The 102nd. Composite Squadron, under the leadership of Maj. Jeanne Vetter has been honored with a “Quality Unit Award.”  

The Squadron has a current roster of 29 Cadets and 11 Seniors. 

2014-2015 CRITERIA (Data from 1 September 2014 through 31 August 2015) 

The award criteria are entirely objective.  Any unit that meets at least 6 of the 10 criteria listed below, as of 31 August, qualifies: 

 Adult Leadership: Unit has at least 3 Training Leaders of Cadets graduates on its roster 
 Aerospace: Unit earned the Aerospace Excellence Award (AEX) or send in an after-action report on a STEM Kit during the 

school year 
 Cadet Achievement: 40% of cadets on roster have attained the Wright Brothers Award 
 DDR Participation: 20% of cadets on roster have completed DDRx or unit participated in RRLA 
 Encampment: 50% of cadets on roster have completed encampment 
 Enrollment: Unit has at least 35 cadets listed on its roster 
 Growth: Unit’s cadet roster increased by 10%, or 10 cadets 
 Orientation Flights: 70% of cadets on roster have participated in at least 1 flight 
 Retention: Unit retained 40% of first year cadets (cadets that joined from 1 September 2013 through 31 August 2014) 
 CyberPatriot: Have one or more teams competing in CyberPatriot 

102nd. honored with “Quality Unit Award” 
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Source:  CapVolunteerNow.com 

   1 October 2015 - Orlando, Florida.  Civil Air Patrol is officially a member of the U.S. 
Air Force’s Total Force, Gen. Mark Welsh, Air Force chief of staff, announced today.  
The all-volunteer Air Force auxiliary joins the active-duty Air Force, Air National Guard 
and Air Force Reserve Command, along with Air Force retired military and civilian em-
ployees, in the Total Force.  The announcement came during CAP’s 2015 National 
Conference, which began Thursday and concludes Saturday in Orlando, Florida. 
 
“A revision to Air Force doctrine signed by the secretary of staff of the Air Force enact-
ed this significant change,” Maj. Gen. Joe Vazquez, CAP national commander, said in a 
video announcement today. 
 
“Air Force senior leadership has long considered Civil Air Patrol to be part of the Air 
Force family, relying on us to support homeland security missions,” Vazquez said, add-
ing that including CAP in the Total Force “is a strong recognition of who we are and 
what we do from the highest levels of the Air Force.” 
 

“Greater awareness of Civil Air Patrol among our Total Force 
partners also ushers in a new era of understanding and pre-
sents untold opportunities as the Air Force looks to its mis-
sions for tomorrow. Being part of the Total Force brings with it 
a great responsibility to continue to be a focused, profession-
al, mission-focused component of the Air Force.” 
“We are citizens serving communities and we are a part of the 
United States Air Force Total Force team,” the national com-
mander concluded. 
 
Congress established CAP as the Air Force’s official auxiliary 
in May 1948, mandating three core missions – emergency 
services, cadet programs and aerospace education. 
 
The organization was founded Dec. 1, 1941. During World 
War II its members flew patrols along the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts and eventually helped stop German U-boats attacking 
U.S. oil tankers carrying fuel for domestic and Allied forces. 
Other CAP members contributed to the war effort through 
such missions as towing targets for military trainees, spotting 
forest fires, conducting search and rescue missions, providing 
disaster relief and emergency transport of people and parts 
and conducting orientation flights for future pilots. 

Civil Air Patrol added to Air Force “Total Force” 

Maj. Gen. Joe Vazquez 

backgrounds, and experience levels. We are dedicated to taking the time necessary to help you established person-
al goals so that you can be successful in the program. I always encourage new members to tell their friends, family, 
and associates about why they are interested in the Civil Air Patrol. When several new members begin exploring the 
program together, they often find it even more fulfilling and rewarding. We work together, train together, have fun 
together and always work to build the team. 
 
Again, thank you for all that you do for the Rhode island Wing. 

(HILL - Continued from page 1) 

http://www.capvolunteernow.com
https://youtu.be/AYx2A3eop8s
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C/1Lt. Thomson of the 106th squadron briefs the cadets on the 

night’s workout plan.  (Boni) 

C/MSgt. Vieira and C/TSgt. Goulet of the 102nd squadron lead a set 

of pushups on the beach.  (Boni) 

102
nd

, 106
th

 Cadets take PT to the Ocean 

By C/Col. Chase S. Boni 

   1 October 2015 - Middletown.  The end of summer can be a difficult time for the cadet program, as cadet member-

ship often decreases when school returns to session. In an effort to boost retention, cadets from the 102nd and 106th 

squadrons came up with an innovative approach to their last summer PT night.  Led by the 106th squadron, over 

twenty cadets gathered at Second Beach in Middletown for a night of PT in the ocean. The PT session, led primarily 

by C/1Lt. Thomson of the 106th and C/MSgt. Vieira and C/TSgt. Goulet of the 102nd, challenged cadets with a 

workout inspired by U.S. Military Special Forces training. After a run down the beach, the cadets hit the ocean for 

pushups, sit-ups, and flutter kicks in the shallow water. The night ended with a swim and more calisthenics on the 

sand. Ocean PT night was the latest of several joint meetings between the 102nd and 106th squadrons. 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 

National Wreaths Across America Day 

   Contact one of the squadrons listed at the end of this article to order your 

wreaths TODAY.  Each Wreath is only $25.00.  

By 2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala 

   30 October 2015 - Statewide.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 

12th., 2015. Cadets and Senior members of the Rhode Island Wing - Civil Air Pa-

trol, along with dignitaries and citizens from all over Rhode Island, Southeastern 

Massachusetts and beyond will gather to participate in honoring those who have 

served this country with courage and dignity at wreath laying ceremonies at the 

Rhode Island Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, 201 So. County Trail in Exeter.  The 

ceremony is slated to begin at 12:00 noon.  In addition, the West Bay Squadron has taken on the charge, and will be 

(WREATHS - Continued on page 11) 
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By C/Col. Chase S. 

Boni 

   19 July 2015 - 

Statewide.  For two 

CAP cadets, spend-

ing summer far from 

home doesn’t mean 

missing out on Civil 

Air Patrol. C/A1C 

Camille Canty and 

C/Amn. Jared Bis-

son have found a 

temporary home in 

the South County 

and 102nd. Squad-

rons, respectively. 

Canty, who hails 

from Caribou, 

Out-of-state cadets find summer home in RI Wing 

C/Amn. Jared Bisson, of Washington 

Wing’s Skagit Squadron, stands for 

inspection at the 102nd.   (Boni) 

C/A1C Camille Canty (center), of Caribou, Maine, poses with two 

other cadets at S. County Balloon Festival. C/Amn. Valerie Burg 

(right) helped facilitate Canty’s participation in the event.  (Boni) 

RI Wing Cadets Solo at National Flight Academy 

 

 

By 2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala 

  5 July 2015 - Old Town, ME.  Two cadets from the South 

County Composite Squadron traveled to Old Town, Maine, the 

week of June 26 to July 4 to take part in the National Flight 

Academy.   Cadet Captains Jacob S. Anderson and Erik V. 

Carlson made the trek and participated in the National Flight 

Academy.  The aspiring pilots received formal ground instruc-

tion and cockpit time with a certified flight instructor. And after 

almost a week at the Academy, they soloed, earning their solo 

wings! 

“The learning environment is specially designed for cadets, and 

the low instructor to student ratio provides opportunities for mentoring and individual attention.”  (Taken from NFA 

website) 

Participants in powered flight academies receive 10 hours of “hands on” flight time learning the basics of flying a 

powered aircraft (Cessna 172), 25 hours of ground instruction, and the opportunity to fly as an observer when other 

cadets receive instruction. 

   Cadets must have an FAA Third Class Airmen Medical Certificate (Student Pilots Certificate) prior to attending a 

powered flight academy to solo but it is not required to attend and fly with an instructor. 

C/Capt. Jacob S. Anderson C/Capt. Erik V. Carlson 
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Editorial:  Giving it life, keeping it alive! 
   In any organization, whether it be governmental, civic, political or social, letting people 

know of your existence, purpose and activities plays a crucial role in your ability to either 

thrive, just survive, or die!  That is why it is so important to fully support your Squadron and 

Wing Public Affairs programs.  Active participation is required by all members of Civil Air 

Patrol if we are to succeed in our three congressionally mandated missions.   

   It is imperative that we get the word out about this unique and vital service organization, 

and the Office of Public Affairs is the medium by, with and through which this is accom-

plished.  We can fly missions, plan training exercises and participate in all types of activities.  

But in the end, if no one knows that CAP exists and is active in the communities it serves, our lack of exposure will 

eventually lead to dwindling numbers and a waning of public support for our programs.   

   That is why it is incumbent on us to tell the story of Civil Air Patrol at every opportunity, participating in as many 

events as possible and thereby increasing public awareness of RI CAP!  It is essential for our success to let your 

PAO/aPAO know of all planned events and squadron activities as soon as possible.  As I have said so many times 

before, ad nauseam, that I am your PAO, and I am NOT going anywhere.  I want to make the RIWG PA Program 

second to none.  But I cannot do that without the help of each and every member of the RI Wing.    

   Let us use the analogy of a body.  The Cadets are the heart, and the Seniors are the lungs of the Civil Air Patrol.  If 

we hold to this line of thinking, then it is only fitting and appropriate that we should refer to the Public Affairs Office 

and its function as the much needed LIFEBLOOD that travels through our body carrying essential substances and 

nutrients to all of our vital organs.   

   Suffice it to say that most bodies can live with one lung, or one kidney, and EVEN an impaired heart!  But a body 

cannot live without BLOOD.  Without blood, the body will most certainly DIE! 

   So, I speak figuratively to the heart, the lungs and all of the other vital organs of the body CAP, when I say that it is 

my duty, no, it is our duty through our words, actions and participation to tell the story of the Civil Air Patrol, its great-

est assets it’s volunteers, and its many, many successes throughout its storied past, its successful present and 

promising future.   

   Never let us underestimate the power of a successful Public Affairs program, and never let us learn the value of a 

failed one!           Semper Vigilanis! 

2nd Lt. Robert Gubala 

Happy 74th. Anniversary 

1941 - 2015 
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Calendar of Events 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

11 Nov VETERANS’ DAY - WING OFFICE CLOSED 

26 Nov THANKSGIVING DAY - WING OFFICE CLOSED 

27 Nov    WING OFFICE CLOSED (Tentative) 

 

DECEMBER 

1   Dec  CAP 74th. ANNIVERSARY 

1         Dec  SPAATZ Award Ceremony 

12 Dec  Wreaths across America  RI Veterans’ Cemetery 

19 Dec  RI Wing Awards Banquet - Christmas Party 

25 Dec  CHRISTMAS DAY - WING OFFICE CLOSED 

 

JANUARY 

1 Jan   NEW YEAR’S DAY - WING OFFICE CLOSED 

 

   C/Col. Boni, is a 2015 graduate of Cumberland Sr. 

High School and is a member of both the Rhode Is-

land and National Honor Societies.  He is currently 

enrolled at Northeastern University and will be study-

ing Computer Science and Linguistics. 

   Chase, is a member of the 102nd. Composite 

Squadron, which meets at the RI Air National Guard 

Station in North Smithfield, RI.  He has been an active 

and involved member with the Civil Air Patrol since 

2011.  He is only the ninth recipient of the Spaatz 

award from Rhode Island since its inception in 1964.   

   The last Spaatz award recipient from Rhode Island 

was C/Col. David Gaulin on 16 May 1997.  Chase has 

also been appointed as the Assistant Public Affairs 

Officer for the RI Wing.  With camera in hand, he is 

quickly adjusting to his new assignment, as is evi-

denced in the news stories in this publication. 

(SPAATZ - from page 1) 

 

By C/Col. Chase S. Boni 

 

   21 Jul 2015 - South Kingstown – Cadets and senior members from the R.I. Wing were out in force this weekend at 

the South County Balloon Festival, hosted by the Wakefield Rotary Club at the URI Athletic Fields. The event, which 

features hot air balloon flights and a barbecue competition, has drawn upon the help of Civil Air Patrol for several 

years. Led by the South County Squadron, cadets and senior members from throughout the wing assisted with park-

(SEE BALLOON - page 9) 

C/MSgt. Jacob Vieira looks down at fellow cadets from the basket of one 

of the festival’s hot air balloons on Sunday morning.  (Boni) 

Up in the Air at S. County Balloon Festival 

Cadets and Seniors awaiting chow, Lt Col. Courtney is manning the 

grill.  (Gubala) 
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ing, event cleanup, and 

other duties as request-

ed by the rotary. One of 

the highlights of the 

event was the chance for 

cadets to take a flight in 

the festival’s balloons.  

On Sunday morning, ca-

dets were able to see the event from a slightly different 

angle, floating high above it. Cadets were also out in the 

crowds selling t-shirts, raising nearly $150 for the South 

County Squadron, and raising public awareness about 

Civil Air Patrol.  

(BALLOON - from page 8) 

Cadets sell t-shirts at the S. County Balloon Festival, raising over 

$150 for the South County Squadron.   (Boni) 

Tell the story of CAP 

   You don’t need to be a Public Affairs Officer to help 

tell the story of Civil Air Patrol.  If you have a story idea 

or a suggestion, drop us an email at: 

mailto:newssubmitcap@gmail.com 

   But if you decide that you would like to contribute, re-

member that for cadets submission of 4 articles, and for 

seniors, submission of 6 articles for the newsletter earns 

the writer an achievement award! 

REMEMBER:  If people don’t know we exist, then 

eventually we wont! 

The American Red Cross is giving 
away $8,000 in scholarships! 

 

   Would you like to demonstrate your leadership abil-
ity? Want to work with the largest humanitarian network 
in the world? And could you use college scholarship 
money? If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
then the American Red Cross has a great opportunity 
for you. 

 
   Leaders Save Lives is a scholarship opportunity for 
high school and college students. You will gain a 
meaningful leadership and community service experi-
ence. In addition, you may become eligible to win a 
scholarship and earn a gift card! High school students 
can also earn an automatic tier upgrade for the High 
School Leadership Program. 
 

What do students have to do? 

   You will be working hand-in-hand with an American 
Red Cross account manager to coordinate a lifesaving 
blood drive. Your Leaders Save Lives blood drive must 
be scheduled between December 15, 2015 to January 
15, 2016. 

   Just fill out this registration form and you will be con-
tacted by an American Red Cross account manager 
who will discuss your potential as a Leaders Save 
Lives blood drive coordinator. 

Who is eligible to participate as a blood drive coor-

dinator? 

   All high school and college students are eligible.  

How can I win a scholarship? 

   If your blood drive collects a minimum of 25 pints, 
then you will be entered to win a scholarship! The 
scholarship drawings are based on a tier level (see be-
low). Check out the terms and conditions for other re-
quirements. If you are selected as a winner, the schol-
arship will be paid to your higher education institution 
on your behalf. 

For more information click on the link below: 

 CAP National Headquarters 

mailto:newssubmitcap@gmail.com?subject=News%20Submission
http://www.capvolunteernow.com/news/?red_cross_leaders_save_lives_program_offers_scholarships&show=news&newsID=20857
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By C/Col. Chase S. Boni 

   25 June 2015 - North Kingstown.  Having just completed encampment and 

participated in the 2015 RIANG Air Show, cadets and senior members from 

throughout the wing gathered at wing headquarters in Quonset to celebrate 

their achievements. The informal gathering on June 25th drew a large 

crowd, with all squadrons well represented. Attendees enjoyed dinner while 

awards were given out for superior service in support of the 2015 RIANG Air 

Show. RI Wing Commander Col. Richard Hill expressed his gratitude to-

wards the hard work that the wing’s cadets and senior members have put in 

over the past year, and his optimism for the future. After awards were pre-

sented, the cadets headed outside to conclude the night with games of 

pickup football and Frisbee. 

RI Wing gathers at Quonset for Wing Appreciation Night 

Wing Commander Col. Hill congratulates 

Cadet & Senior members on their recent 

performance at the air show and 

encampment.  (Boni) 

Cadets from the 102nd. enjoy Recreation and socialization 

after congratulations on a job well done.  (Boni) 

CAP CORE VALUES 

 

 Integrity 

 Volunteer Service 

 Excellence 

 Respect 

 
Lt. Col. Stranahan speaks to the RI Wing about the positive feedback 

he had received from RI National Guard officials regarding CAP 

professionalism at the RIANG Open House/Air Show.  (Gubala) 
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Cadet Orientation Flight briefing conducted by Lt. Col Matthew 

Dzialo, CAP, at Quonset State Airport 27 June 15. (B. Smith) 

“Nothing is as 

strong as the 

heart of  a 

volunteer.” 
 

James Harold "Jimmy" 

Doolittle 

Cadet Orientation Rides 

laying wreaths for families at other cemeteries throughout 

the state.  

   The mission of Wreaths across America is to Remem-

ber, Honor, Teach, and is carried out in part by coordinat-

ing wreath laying ceremonies on a specified Saturday in 

December at Arlington, as well as veterans cemeteries 

and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.  We also 

organize a week of events including international veter-

an’s tributes, ceremonies at State Houses and a week-

long “Veteran’s Parade” between Maine and Virginia 

where we stop along the way to spread our message 

about the importance of remembering our fallen heroes, 

honoring those who serve, and teaching our children 

about the sacrifices made by veterans and their families 

to preserve our freedoms. 

   This week of events is made possible by thousands of 

volunteers who organize local ceremonies, raise funds to 

sponsor wreaths, and participate in the events. We re-

ceive no government funding. The cost of our programs is 

paid by individual wreaths sponsors, corporate donors 

and volunteer truckers. 

   They also coordinate veteran services and recognition 

through a variety of programs, and provide schools with 

teaching aides for projects throughout the year. 

 

 

South County Composite Squadron 
Contact: Capt. David A. Anderson  860.324.8898 
danderson@southcountycap.org  
 
West Bay Composite Squadron 
Contact: 1st Lt. Paul Lussier  401.487.0821 
plussier45@hotmail.com  
 
106th Cadet Squadron 
Contact: Maj. Donna M. Finch  401.539.0716 
finchdonna@hotmail.com 
 
102nd. Composite Squadron 
Contact: Maj. Jeanne Vetter  401.354.6566 
jlvetter@hotmail.com  
 
 

(WREATHS - Continued from page 5) 

New Regulations for CAP Signature Block 

CAP National Headquarters has issues new rules for sig-

nature blocks for all official CAP emails.  The Rhode Is-

land Wing has made it easy for all members to comply 

with the addition of a Signature Block Generator on the 

Public Affairs section of the RI Wing website.  Just go to 

http://www.riwg.cap.gov/public-affairs.php and follow the 

instructions, and you will be able to create your own per-

sonalized CAP Signature block.  

For more information on the Signature Block and the new 

Master Branding plan go to: 

http://www.capmembers.com/cap_national_hq/

public_affairs/branding_resource_guide/ 

mailto:daainri@gmail.com
mailto:plussier45@hotmail.com
mailto:finchdonna@hotmail.com
mailto:jlvetter@hotmail.com
http://www.capmembers.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/branding_resource_guide/
http://www.capmembers.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/branding_resource_guide/
http://www.capmembers.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/branding_resource_guide/
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Col. Richard F. Hill, Wing Commander 

Wing Historian  Personnel Officer  Administration Officer 
 

Lt. Col. William Stranahan, III, Wing Vice Commander 

Gov’t. Relations Advisor 
 

Capt. David A. Anderson 

S. County Squadron Commander 
 

1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier 

W. Bay Composite Squadron Commander 
 

Maj. Donna M. Finch 

106th. Cadet Squadron Commander 
 

Maj. Jeanne L. Vetter 

102nd. Composite Squadron Commander 
 

Capt. Brian P. Smith 

Director of Safety  Director of Communications 
 

Lt. Col. Philip G. Hirons, Jr. 

Inspector General 

Maj. Robert G. Lisi 

Director of Operations 
 

Lt. Col. Richard E. Courtney 

Dir. of Emergency Services  Dir. of Professional Development 
 

Lt. Col. Eileen M. Rapose 

Director of Aerospace Education 
 

Lt. Col. Karen J. Cooper 

Director of Cadet Programs 
 

Maj. Donna M. Finch 

Director of Logistics 
 

2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala, Ph.D. 

Public Affairs Officer 
 

Capt. Robert C. Schierschmidt 

Finance Officer 

 

Wing Command & Staff Officers 

LA. WING CONDUCTS FLYOVER AT TUSKEGEE AIRMAN’S FUNERAL 

 
Source:  CapVolunteerNow.com 
 

   21 September 2015 - New Orleans, LA.  The Louisiana Wing helped pay tribute Sept. 18 in New Orleans to former U.S. 

Air Force Calvin Moret, who had been the last living Louisiana-born member of the Tuskegee Airmen.  Moret joined the 

Army Air Forces in 1943 and earned his pilot wings at age 19.  

   He was also a speaker for the National WW II Museum in New Orleans and an honorary member of the New Orleans 

Golden Eagles, a local chapter of Black Pilots of America Inc.  Moret was a Civil Air Patrol member before entering the mil-

itary. 

   The Louisiana Wing performed a flyover for the funeral service at St. Louis Cemetery No. 3. in response to a request 

made jointly U.S. Rep. Cedric L. Richmond; Cedric Grimes, president of the New Orleans Golden Eagles; and Floyd Miles, 

New Orleans Golden Eagles past president.  

   CAP was represented at the funeral by Maj. Mark Warriner, commander of the Louisiana Wing’s Billy Mitchell Senior 

Squadron, and 2nd Lt. Daniel Stoute of the Mitchell unit. They coordinated via radio the exact location and time for the 

Cessna to fly over the burial site.  

   Immediately after the playing of taps, a CAP Cessna 172 piloted by Lt. Col. Philip Nuss flew in from the south, passed 

over the burial site at 1,000 feet and rolled out to the west. The honor guard then presented the colors to Moret’s next of 

kin.  Services were concluded shortly thereafter.   
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